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1. Migration affects children in many ways

Migration affects families and communities, andréfiere affects children. Adult migration results in
children eithemigrating with parents, or being left behind by oneor both parents. In addition,
children — especially adolescents — migrat&cross borders independently without parents ardjans.

Policies to link migration to development must ddes the strong incentives, constraints and tradeof
within families that affect migration, such as theturing and care of young children, the incregsin
social-economic capacities and agency of oldedorl, and the interest of parents in their chiltren
development and well-being.

2. Convention on the Rights of the Child safeguardthe rights of children at all times

The Convention has been ratified almost univerdajlgountries of migrant origin, transit and
destination. Under the Conventiarhildren’s rights are borderless “States Parties shall respect and
ensure the rights set forth in the present Conegarit each child within their jurisdiction without
discrimination of any kind, irrespective of theldrs or his or her parent's or legal guardian's,rac
colour, sex, language, religion, political or otl@inion, national, ethnic or social origin, progyer
disability, birth or other status” (Article 2).

The Committee on the Rights of the Child monitonplementation, and raises concerns through its
‘concluding observationsA large number of concluding observations by the Gmmittee on the
Rights of the Child are related to migration! Many policies and practices of government agerioies
contact with migrant children, and their parents/énraised concern as to the consistency with the
Convention, including in the principles of bestir@st of the child and the participation of thdadtim
relevant proceeding¥he forum should promote greater intergovernmentalcooperation to
safeguard the rights of children in all relevant deisions relating to migration within and across
borders.

3. Scale of impact — possibly one child for everyitee adults

Global numbers on children affected by migratio& @nknown. In Moldova, one-in-five children aged
0-14 years has an absent parent because of migtaicound 7 million children may be left-behind in
the Philippines, Indonesia and Thaildhd study conducted over a three month period &t fiv
checkpoints on the Nepal-India border counted @s®00 children migrating with and without
parents. UNFPA has reported surveys in Mexico and CentrakAca showing 40 percent of new
arrivals at transit points towards the USA are abyedb 17 year$.An ILO survey found that 42 percent
of migrants across the Cambodian-Thai border wgeel ander 18 yeal's.The movement of children
across borders is greater into countries with lanfgrmal sectors, high degree of child labour and
inadequate protection of children trafficked foxsal and labour exploitation.

The forum should initiate a process to develop a gbally agreed estimate of the scale of impact on
children. Without it, there is the widespread perception thegrnational migration affects adults only.
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A reasonable ‘rule of thumb’ for discussions atfibrem might be that international migration affect
one child for every three adults, either becausecthild migrates with parents, is left behind byepés
or migrates independently.

GLOBAL FORUM THEME 1: HUMAN CAPITAL AND LABOUR MOBI  LITY

4. Brian drain — the child dimension

Children in communities with high migration canéastrong incentives to migrate. Continuing
education might not be perceived as an alternabeeause of low quality or non-existent schooling,
and a lack of other opportunities. A World Bankdstdound that living in a migrant household in
Mexico lowers the probability of completing highhsol by up to 14 perceift. In some places, this
may intensify the rural-urban divide in educatiérstudy in China found a negative relationship
between out-migration and rural schooling, obsey¥irat remittances from migration can fund
schooling, but also increase the opportunity cbstaying in school Financing education costs is a
major motive for migration. Meeting the righteducation of quality for every childis a central theme
in linking international migration to development.

Theloss of service providersuch as teachers, nurses and doctors to migr@soraffect opportunities
for children in countries of origin.

5. Temporary labour migration

Temporary worker schemes should include mechanismesiuce the potential negative consequences
for children left-behind by migrating parents. Adse impacts may include psychosocial impacts,
inadequate carers in place of absent parentsrehilchring for siblings and grandparents,
institutionalisation, early marriage, and childdab. A study in Trinidad found that left-behind Ichien
were twice as likely to have emotional problehiarts of Central Asia have seen children increggin
doing the agricultural jobs left vacant by adult-migrationX' Children left-behind may receive little or
no remittances, especially in the first year, agremt parents struggle to find work and repay debts
incurred to finance migration, and as a result tmay be exposed to deteriorating living condititns.

Strengthened public services and safety-nets imuamities at origin could shift the burden away from
children, as could greater policy attention on tllgft-behind, because studies have also shownr-tha
in the right contexts — left-behind children mayrimeworse-off than othefS. The forum should
consider ways in whictemporary worker schemes may be tied into programmes of suppdor
children and communities left-behind and what form these mechanisms might take intigedd¢erms.
Without such investments, migration might simplgrease the likelihood of the next generation
migrating (as children, or as adults).

GLOBAL FORUM THEME 2: REMITTANCES AND OTHER DIASPOR A RESOURCES

6. Intergenerational equity — not just through private remittances

Attention to the distribution of economic benefitsm international migration has been mostly cross-
sectional, across migrants and non-migrants in twmsnof origin and destination. An important
dimension of equity is across generations. Graatergenerational equity in the benefits of migyati
could helpeliminate unmanaged migration within a few generathns by improving social and
economic opportunities for future generations iarcdaes of origin.

Children have a right to develop to their full paial, to their own identity, to enjoy their culgyrto
grow up in a family environment and to not be sefet from their parents except in special
circumstance8’ The forum should call for investments to strengttiee social and economic
conditions to make children’s rights a reality vaittt discrimination of any kind. If international
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migration grows in the next quarter century the sas the last quarter century, the World Bank
estimates additional global economic benefits 0$8%4 billion in 2025" This is immense compared
to annual financing shortfalls of US$ 9 billion famniversal primary schooling by 2015, or US$ 74
billion for all Millennium Development GoalSs.

Children’s development has widely-recognised ‘pubbods’ characteristics. Private flows must not be
seen as substitutes for public investment in quaétvices for the benefit of all children in a
community. The forum should considarhanced global public finance mechanisms to ensutieat

all children with or without migrant parents have a fair share in increased global wealth from
international migration. Inclusive policies andgeired social investments should be used to enisate t
marginal groups of children are given a prioritieation, and are not further disadvantaged by the
international migration of other people.

7. Children as senders of remittances
Migrant children are sending remittances, and ¢iherh should recognise this and encourage efforts to
increase knowledge on this topic.

Global Forum Theme 3: Enhancing Institutional and Plicy Coherence

8. Invisible children

Many children are marginalised because of thedutar migrant’ status of their parents. Researdhén
USA suggests that having one irregular migrantigarereases the chances of a child living in pgver
by 3 times, and having two irregular migrant paseiricreases it by 7 timé&$. Under the Convention

on the Rights of the Chilahildren’s rights are not conditional on the legalstatus of their parents
The Council of Europe has noted the marked vanadmross governments in the treatment of migrant
children in accessing very basic services in heaitheducatiof™ A study in South Africa found that
70 percent of Somali refugee children were notsteged in schodf

The work of the forum under theme 3 must pay exXmitention to migrant groups that are
discriminated against and under-researched, bethese groups contain large numbers of highly
vulnerable children. The forum should urge govemi®¢o ensure that children of migrants are not
criminalised by proxy, and that policies to reducegular migration are not implemented in wayd tha
are incompatible with treaty obligations under @@nvention on the Rights of the Child.

9. Trafficking and migration are different but often inter-related

Trafficking is often confused with migration becausoth involve the movement of children.
Trafficking is associated with exploitation of dnén and adults including for sexual and labour
motives. Children also move — either independewtiygccompanied by parents, guardians or relatives
in contexts which are not framed by exploitatiorafiicking is a human rights violation and
international standards call for its criminalisatidligration is a movement of persons in search of
better living conditions and as such does not d¢nsta criminal offence. .

The forum should pay attention to the social, ecoie@and political push factors in children’s
movement, because children affected by migratiahvéetims of trafficking often have similar
backgrounds rooted in a lack of opportunities, amgration may turn into situations of exploitation.
The forum should consider how strengthening intigwnal borders may indirectly contribute to
trafficking by driving more children into the infmal sector, both in the process of movement and at
destination. Safety-nets and protective measueesaeded for children at risk. Child migrants may
unknowingly find themselves on the wrong side @f ldowv, leaving them more vulnerable to becoming
victims of exploitation. The forum should urge govaents to safeguard children’s rights, not
criminalise children affected by movement, and eatthem full protection and support.
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' These comments are intended to support UNICERvaigions at the Global Forum on Migration and Depeent to
highlight the integral presence of children in mtgtional migration. Information on the forum issked on the document
‘Brief for Participation in the Global Forum on Magion and Development’, produced by UNICEF DPP/GPS
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